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 ABSTRACT : The present research aimed at investigating home environment of infants and
its association with their mental development. The study was carried out in the villages of two
districts of Meghalaya (West and South Garo Hills). A sample of 100 infants from birth to two
years was selected randomly from four villages of the districts. Developmental Assessment
Scale for Indian Infants (DASII) and a modified HOME inventory developed by Bradley and
Caldwell were used for assessing mental development and home environment of infants,
respectively. A pretested and modified self structured interview schedule was also used to elicit
information regarding home environment and other aspects from the mothers of the infants.
Results revealed that majority of the infants had average category of home environment but had
low scores in the area of toys and play materials. They did not possess play materials like beads,
blocks, puzzles, picture books, etc. in their homes. A strong association existed between home
environment and their mental development. Infants performed poorly on the mental scale
indicating low mental development.
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